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-By Jorge Fitz-Gibbon'
Stall Writer ‘

For years, Yonkers city and
police officials have worked to
wipe out the unsightly graffiti that
sprouts up seemingly at random
on city walls.

But a new Yonkers program is
trying a different strategy.

Titled “Off the Wall," the pro-
gram links the. Yonkers Commu-
nity Action Program and the city’s
Youth Bureau to give grafliti writ-
ers an outlet while adding a
ip;lash of color to southwest Yon-

Irs.

The idea, said program organ-
‘izer Ken Davis, is to get the most
talented of the artists “on the
canvas and off the wall.”

“It's like a hot line to the
graffiti community,” explained Da-
vis, a member of the YCAP Board
of Directors and a Yonkers police

TRAT RIS WT WA Y W

W MY WTW gt s

officer with the department's
Community Affairs Division.

Judith Wilson, YCAP execu-
tive director, said Davis oversees
the program, the Youth Bureau
supplies the paint and YCAP pro-
vides the space.

“I think that graffiti and rap
are the new forms of communica-
tion" Wilson said. “If we don't

understand what the young peo- |
ple are saying to each other, how

are we going to communicate””
YCAP led the way by offering
its 164 Ashburton Ave. headquar-
ters, the former School 12, as the
first “canvas.” Wilson said three
Ashburton Avenue landlords will
follow suit, having offered their
walls for artworks.

Ultimately, Davis said bhe
hopes to get the young artists
indoors and working on real can-
vas. Wilson said YCAP is consider-
ing using its auditorium as an art

idea is for a new artwork to

Off the wall idea not so crazy

With a total of three artists
signed up so far, Wilson said the

replace the previous one every
twoweeks.Wﬂsonsmdmmled
Yonkers
her at YCAP, 423-5905. Appli
will be asked to fill out a form and
be put on the waiting list for
future slots.

Jorge Fitz-Gibbons. 1992. Off the wall idea not so crazy, The Herald Statesmen, 16 August 1992
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OTW Production: Its doesn’t have to be a death sentence, MASE1 & SAY-SIXX, 1992 - 2002




Awareness art

Lannett Suburban Newspapers
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Yonkers mural artists Say Sixx and Mase 1, stand vesterday morhing infront of their AIDS/HIV
awareness mural, which is paintéd on the side of a building at Summit Street and Ashburton Avenue.
Yonkers Community Action Program and the New York State Department of Health AIDS Institute

funded the mural.

Staff photo/Mark Vergari










OTW Productlon Don’t gamble way, you may end up flghtmg the game of life, NEKS 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: Its not a computer virus, its rea
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OTW Production: REMEMBERING, KERZ, 1992 - 2002 OTW Production: TIME TO TEACH, KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: FIGHT AIDS



OTW Production: HIV AIDS AWARENES, KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: LEARN ABOUT HIV/AIDS; KERZ & OTHERS, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: LIFE IS SHORT, DON’T MAKE IT SHORTER, KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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picked
acrnsol atists were merged logether to form
a group catled “*Off the Wall—Oraffity for
ANDS In {992, the late Judith Wilson met
n young graffiti writer named Kerz (Louis
- ilernandez). She acknowledged his talents,
tespected the artform and recognized praffi-
it as a powerlul visual medium,. As directos
of the Yonkers Community Action
Tingratn, Wilson created an avenue where
graffiti uetists could use their talents to
assist in the strugple for AIDS awareness.

Off the Wall, The Source Magazine August 1995, p25

After commissinning geaffitt artisis to
paint the outside of the Yonkers
Conumunily Action Frogram (YCAP)
building, Wilson petitioned the state of
New York for funding to assist in thie fight
against AIDS. In late 1993, YCUAP was
grantcd 307,000 to enlighten the communt-
ty about AIDS through graffiti. Aerosol
artists Mase, Ker 2, Jel Ciark, Sude, Sae
and others were thoroughly trained as
ATDS educatnrs, gave seminars to high
schooi studeats snd other teens and painted
some funky pieces depicting the effccs of
this deadly disease.

Although the program secured another
year's budget, not all of this is a pretty pic-
ture. Off The Wall’s graffiti art is currently
under zltack from Yonkers city government
officisls who view spray paint and gealfin
art as a threat to jaw and order. This it
form’s ability to evolve into an internutiomnd
vehicle of conimunication for the umier-
ground culture (Hip-Hop) hag ashvioanly
exceeded the abilily of many people’s abali
ty to cosnprehend it FOEK AL



OTW Production: CLOSE THE DOOR, KERZ, 1992 - 2002 OTW Production: ITS TIME WE LEARN, KERZ, 1995.



OTW Production: LEARN ABOUT HIV/AIDS & JUDY WILSON - RIP, KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: DON’T HIDE BEHIND THE MASK; OVIE, KERZ, NEZA & KOR., 1922 - 2002







OTW Production: HEALTH WISE; POSE2, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: MYTHS ABOUT HIV/AIDS; KERZ, PHYME, KOR & OTHERS, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: EDUCATING OUR YOUTH; NEKS, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: YOU NEVER KNOW 1; OVIE, NEZA & KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: ITS OUT THERE; KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: YOU NEVER KNOW 2; OVIE, NEZA & KERZ, 1992 - 2002




Artistsneed three essential
things to function; time, space
! :and money.

Money is usually the most elu-.
sive of the three. Artists are
perpetually faced with all kinds
of extracurricular chores and
choices in the name of survival.

After graduating from college
with a degree in art, Ken Davis
soon realized that he didn’t have
the business skills and contacts
to make the money he needed to
get by. As a result, he did what
‘many artists do: He became a
‘teacher. Still, the money was
short so kg found himself taking
‘the test to become a Yonkers
‘police officer.

% I figured if I didn't like it, 1
iould always go back to teaching,
ut I found I liked it," Davis
$aid. “That was 10 years ago.”
% Three years ago, Davis was
melected to work on a project
Aocusing on enforcing the anti-
‘Brafliti laws. He says grafYiti is a
.combination of self-expression,
‘communication nelworking and
‘yandalism. Hence, he began re-
:searching grafTiti and the sys-
‘tems that explain the subculture
that exists in the city of Yonkers.
' “For instapce, you can.tell
*What writers belong to what
~crews,” what gangs, who's in alle-
ance and who the enemies are,
<%l cetera,” Davis explained.
+  Davis started teaching people
.in the community about what to
'look for. As a-result, he planted
. the seed that Judy Wilson, the
, former director of the Yonkers
- Community Action Program,
‘nourished into the Off the Wall
project. The project has proved
to be very efTective in channeling
the artistic energy of some
would-be vandals into prophets
of anti-violence, anti-drug and

VINNIE
BAGWELL

AlIDS awareness.

“Many times they (the pro-
grams) don't work,” Davis said,
“You really have to do assess-
ments of the artists. Not only do
they need a place to write, they
need help in survival skills,

etting work. They need o know
%ow to make their skills work for
them; they need to learn how 1o
communicate with people about
their art.”

Muralist Frank ""Mase" Villar,
who often coordinates participat-
ing artists in the Off the Wall
project, agrees with this philoso-
phy: "1 wasn't happy until [ could
do my art full time. , . . I open my
studio to other artists who need
space to work, and | let Lhe
young kids hang out so they can
get the exposure and learn how
artists work."

Villar conducts his City Boy
urban art T-shirt business out of
a storefront on Lawrence Street
and encourages other artists to
be progressive and entrepre-
neurial in their attitude about
their art.

Davis' commitment to advocat-
ing that artists develop manage-
ment and marketing skills has
given him the impetus to contin-
ue to work with the artists and
Joanne Gardner, director of the
OfT the Wall program, during his
ofT hours.

They are creating a commu-

_ ists, who normally might not

nity artists’ exhibition — an op-
portunity for various visual art-

have the chance, to show their
work. It's not just graifiti, and
includes fine art and photogra-
phy.

For instance, Trina DeSpenza,
an “untutlored” painter originally
from New Orleans, has been
home raising five children. De-
Spenza will exhibit formally for
the first time in more than 10
years and confides, "I'm like a
fueled jet still in the port.”

Davis speculates, "It's going to<
be raw; you know, a little rough
around the edges. It's our first
exhibit, this is not SoHo, but
they all are very talented and I
still'Want some of these artists to
have the experience of showing
their work. I'd like to try to do
this at least once a year."

Davis' longtime friend, Geneva
Hilliard, a well-traveled fine art-
ist-muralist, concurs that "“we
need a place where arltists from
difTerenl mediums can come Lo-
gether, share their ideas and
bounce off cach olher's energies.
This event is the beginning of an
effort to do that.”

Felix Vega, Luis Hernandez,
Ken Davis, Mase Villard, Ruby
Berrio, Geneva Hilliard and Tri-
na DeSpenza will display their
work from 6 to 8 p.m. lomorrow
in the atrium at the Museum
Junior High School, 656 Warbur-
ton Ave. Admission is free,

Vinnie Bagwell 15 a graphic
designer and aspiring sculptor
She 15 a Yonkers native who
moved back to the city after college
13 years ago. You may write her ¢/
o the Herald Statesman, | Odell
Plaza, Yonkers, N.Y. 10701; call
965-5000; or fax 696.8208.

Exhibit to get to|
artof it all |

Bagwell, Vinnie. 1996. Exhibit to get to art of it all, Gannett Suburban Newspaper, 26 January 1995, pl4a
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OTW Production: Off the Wall for AIDS AWARENESS; KERZ, ZIE & CLARK, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: Off the Wall for AIDS AWARENESS; KERZ, ZIE & CLARK, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: Off the Wall for AIDS AWARENESS; KERZ, ZIE & CLARK, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: LEARN ABOUT

HIV; BENT, BAE & KERZ,

Vera
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OTW Production: THE AIDS WALK; CLARK & SUDE, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: GLOBAL UNITY; KOOL & CLARK, 1998



OTW Production: PROTECT YOURSELF; JEL & OTHERS, 1992 - 2002




OTW Production: LIFE IS FUN - RIP JUDY WILSON, KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: Production: LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL; KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: USE ALL YOUR SENSES; KOOL, ZIE & CLARK, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: STOP LETTING TIME FLY; NEKST, 1992 - 2002



- Graffiti arfists paimt AIDS messages

- Yonkers program uses
' murals £ increase
- awarene.s of the disease

- JORGE FITZ-GIBBON
The Journal News

YONKERS ~ Much of Luis
Hernandez's young life con-
sisted of “bombing,” the ur-
ban artists" term for covertly
painting their “tag" through-
out the often drab cityseape
thev cal! home
© Now 2. Hernandez has
| found both a more legitimate
e [or his talent and a ealle
ing for it. turning his passion
far graffiti into a publie ser-

vice.

“It's not just about writing
names on the wall" the
Yonkers resident said. “Tts @
way of life for us. It's like a
subculture. And 1If I ean
change one kid's life, if | can
affect one kid after he looks
&t my mural, 'm Zood."

Hernandez, who paints un-
der the name “Kerz," shot
for Yonkers. heads a crew of
local urban artists who have
peppered the city with ADDS
awaraness messages for sev-
en years.

Their artwork. which
adorns once-barren brick and
conersts, is the visual

bypraduct of Off the Wall, a
project under the umbrella of
the Yonkers Community Ac-
tion Program and paid for by
the state Health Depart-
ment’s AIDS Institute,

Off the Wall artists have
painted dozens of AIDS
awareness murals on the
buildings of cooperating mer-
chants and property owners
or on canvas for displav at
community events and health
fairs

‘T came on bozrd not un-
derstanding graffiti or wanti-
ne a part of it, to be honest

Plaase see GRAFFITI, 94

Ric'y Flotes The Jowrnel New.
Lvis Hemandez, founder of OFf the Wall, signs the nomes of
fellow members on the wall of a murcl Hernandez creoted an
Jones Ploce in Yonkers,

Fitz-Gibbon. 1999. Graffiti artists paint AIDS messages, Gannett Newspaper of Westchester County, 13 November 1999,

plA.



Graffiti artists paint

to help ATDS avwareness

ORAFFITE, fromtnm 1A

with yvou,” said Joanne Gardner,
Oofrr e-'ﬁnll'a director. “Now I
think it's fantastic because the
message about HIV and ATDS has
goiten to the kids in their lamn-
gfuage. They're not reading our

amphlets, but they're reading

e art on the wall.”

The program, based at the pro-
Eram's o ces inaldo the former
School 12 at 164 Ashburton Ave.,
was the braimchild of Yonkers Po-
lice Officer Ken Dawvis and the
late Judith Wilaon, WCAP’s one-
timme executive director.

Davis, who is mo longer im-
volved with Off the Wall, is -
ited with maming it and first
brimging the city's graflfiti com-
mumnity into the fold. Iromically,
IDavis waged warx on illegal grafifi-
ti artists before he and Wilsom
teamed up to create the program
in LEO0E, 2

“X got a .chance to meet gralffiti
artists, got to see what their mo-
tives were,” Davis sald. ““I knew if
I worked along withh them: . . . X
would understand things from
them, and I hoped they under-
stood things from me."

Davia said he also envisioned
the pro am as a way to bridge
the gap betweoen the graffiti sub -
cultunre and mainstream society
while delivering a positive mes-
sage Lo the commumnity.

“T think, it's all about getting
into the mainft.re-m.” Davis said.
e ey're getting the message out

hip-hop way, becamue most of
the things that they're leamming

now they weren't paying atitention
to before.™

Hermandez was among o« half-
dozen remegade spray paimters

Fitz-Gibbon. 1999. Graffiti artists paint AIDS messages, Gannett Newspaper of Westchester County, 13 November 1999, p1A.

who took & chance on the new pro-
jJect “being a setup”™ and signed
upP. ;

“l saw it as free paint, & free
place to practice,” he said. “I no
lonmnger had to steal paint because
Judy gave it to me. I mo longer had
t0o go to the back of a parking lot
because Judy was giving me the
space.”™

Today, Gardner said Off the
Wall’s 29 000 yvearly price is
Ppaid for by the AIDS Inst te,
witlhh the momey paying- for
salaries, promotiomnal matEpitals -
and the continual need for geint
and assorted art supplies. s

The acesrosol Picassos are enlist-
ed as either paid artists, of W@iich
there are currently five, or afine
of several unpaid apprentic i
must attend a seminar on

awareness and preventiidic

“Basically, I wanted to e
to do this art fornm and not n
trouble,” said OfF the Wall
Rob Zalewski, 21. “Instead S @o-
ing out there and getting arrEst-
ed, I can get out there and-help
Ppeople.™ ——

The artists target voungsters by
holding regular public servite
seminars at city schools, inglud-
ing a session on Wednesd -zt
Gorton High School, as well "at
local group homes and hamith-
care and social-service facilities.

The message is always thhe same
— protect yourself from HIV an
ATDS. sy

“That’s important,” said 15-
year-old Danny “Blame™ Gomez, a
grafrfiti artist who recently signed
up as an apprentice. “You gotta
protect yourself. You can't just go
around having unprotected sex.

Five minutes of fun can lead to a
lifetime of pain.™
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OTW Production: FIGHT AIDS WITH KNOWLEDGE; KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: THE DIAMOND; MASE1, KERZ, JEL, JADE, SEM, HEEL,& XTREME, 1995




OTW Production: THE DIAMOND; MASE1, KERZ, JEL, JADE, SEM, HEEL,& XTREME, 1995



OTW Production: THE DIAMOND; MASE, KERZ, JEL, JADE, SEM, HEEL, NANCY & XTREME, 1995



ML
Fuw & GAVES U
”AN wh s

/o .
ye -~

y

. * & av-a *
— & C PR

-

i

. ™ » ; - ' '.‘ -~
! . x ~a ~ : o i |
z : > - SRS S

OTW Production: ITS ALL FUN & GAMES; ZIE & CLARK, 1998




OTW Production: A LADY THAT MADE DREAMS INTO REALITY CLRK 992 002
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OTW Production: STOP THE
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SPREAD; CLARK, 1992 - 2002




OTW Production: PROTECTION; CLARK & Others, 1992 - 2002



OTW Production: KEEP DRUGS OUT; KINGBEE, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: ITS TIME WE LEARN; KERZ & POSE2, 1992 -2002
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OTW Production: LETS NOT FORGET; KERZ & PERONE, 2000



OTW Production: LETS NOT FORGET; KERZ & PERONE, 2000



OTW Production: LETS NOT FORGET; KERZ & PERONE, 2000



OTW Production: ITS OUT THERE; KERZ, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: HOME OF THE BRAVE; BLAME, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Production: HOME OF THE BRAVE; BLAME, 1992 — 2002
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OTW Production: HOME OF THE BRAVE; BLAME, 1992 — 2002




OTW Production: HOME OF THE BRAVE; BLAME, 1992 — 2002




OTW Production: HOME OF THE BRAVE; BLAME- FSV, 1992 — 2002




OTW Production: HIV DIAMOND @ FAYE FIELD; ARTISTS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME, 1992 - 2002



OTW ROLL CALL @ FAYE FIELD; MASE1, BENG, KERZ-ONE, CLARK, NEWER, JEL & NEZA, 1992 - 2002
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, 1992 - 2002
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OTW Canvas: DON’T PLAY YOURSELF;
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OTW Canvas: AIDS HURTS; POSE 2, 1992 - 2002
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Hudson River Museum, 1992 - 2002



OTW Canvas: THE CLINIC; ZIE-ONE, 1992 - 2002



OTW Canvas: TIME TO PROTECT; SUDE, 1992 - 2002



OTW Canvas: SAFER; SUDE, 1992 - 2002
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Graffiti as Art. As a Gang Tag. As a Mess.

Police Officers and Cleatiup SqL‘mtln"lf:u'ut-l the Sprepding Spray Paint Blight

By MIAIC FERIGON

O mont pooplo, gralfinh v serawl on the w nent of properiy.
To wthors, Ivonn o o oo of artstio axpros e wologal
paltvn oftleers varsed n Iphering the moder hiecog

ypb
WORTEE onn trnedk gangs and halp dotarminm the entiting of holr
\harns
Howaver 10 Ix rngncdod, gealfioe in spewading In Wauntchastur, on play
graund saguipmont in Dobbs Furvy, o white wall of & histore villa slang the
QI Croton Aguaduct tralt v Tevington, the baok of & Bullding In downtown
Arvdulay that ’uq'mﬂ e New York Stae Threawny, aod the slde of » house
Under sonsteunition on the Yookeru Creenburgh border
AR alao appoared with s vangoeoance on steeut siens il loan)
Mahwiy s, whore bekdun pilines ond vavabivlog winlis baskon 1o tig Wlank
wanvaNie. NMow markings covure savoral [ayors of (adod aernwiy awlvng the

vanerate barclars W the halrpin turn Tonding from the Croas County
Parkwaoy Into the southbound Hotehinson 1iver Parkway, for inntanee, And
I CGreenburgh, the yellow and black slgns wlong barth sldes of Jnokann
AVonue indianttng & aurve In the rond at the Inferseviion of @ld Joekpon
Avanue are perslstont tnrgets (or o vandal Wisliting rod spray paint

IO W navecsendiog boatte and 1's very fruateating,’’ sald Colleen
MulConnn, o spokonwoman tor the New York State Eupnrtmant LTI
oden, Which spends §400,000 o yonr In Wusiehaater (0 ooy mrnthong
thraumh a gontrant with ELGQ Industeios of Mamaronaak, * We elaan (¢ aff one
By and 1t seoms ke o da FAwo later, (U's baok,'

Sometimen, the ¢lonr Moll tn unsightly, ook bateh of soanorete
INUR out n difterent en no oone shade of paint onn mateh overy
surtaon, Cloanup arews of OVeYT piatehes of nru"’ll with blotehos of pain
FAthar than an entire now cout
Qrnffitl s hecoming » more common part of the suburban wollpoapar,
POEPOLyatod ol Just by gang mambses bt teanagers of all sosinl seholons
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e was more pravalant in the aities, bot (E bppoars  be migrinting,''
Bl Lleut, Dan MeArthur of the Wastehasier Lounty Paollee, which patrois
e purkwiys, "“Fhace aro no numdores (0 Daek ERaE g, But 158 6 canstan
Bnttln. We've arrastod Kidga from Seanrsdale painting gratfinl on brldps
ahutmunis, 1 doosn's know nny sconomio steata,''

In Putnnm County, affioinls have hoan vexed Dy vandnls who periis
fently vover an shandaned rallrond Beidge visihle on Routs 1 with arpn
White 1etters. Alter a e over e word ""Breewstar,' precedod hy
an maplutive O B s foned oot put up e namoe
YAndrow' o OW MaArdI, & BIgh sehool stadent wha died
I ene aruhy in Janunry. Elrnttil covoring 6 nunvby fenao cand “Mis you,
Androw's Beidge, and Toon," Wie toothall Jeraey numbe e

Wotatodng watls wnd Bublaings wlong Metro-Norh tracks alsn mirnet
EOUees, gratfieh parpetrators who pat up thele tops, or slgniiures, *You ean

Continued on Moge 6

Ferris Marc. 2000. Graffiti as Art. As a Gang Tag. As a Mess, The New York Times — Westchester, 8 September 2000, section 14.
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OFF THE WALL - STAFF

Judith Wilson (YCAP Executive Director)
Annie Kaiser (Executive Director Youth Bureau)
Karen D. Carroll (Health Instructor)
Ken Davis (Cofounder/Field Coordinator/ Photographer)
Joanne Gardner (Program Director)
Carlos Lopez (Director)
Lawrence Smyj (Community & Property Supporter)

Special Thanks
New York State Health Department AlDs Institute



OFF THE WALL - GRAF WRITERS/ARTISTS
BAE, BEK (POET), BENG, BENT, BLAME, BOMBS, CES, CHOSE, CLARK,
CLIFTON, HAMMA, HEEL, HEFROE, HEKS, IKE, JADE, JAES, JEL, JIGS,
JUDE, KERZ, KINGBEE, KOOL, KOR, MARIA, MASE-1, MERK, NANCY,
. NEKST, NEWER, NEZA, OVIE PASE, PER-ONE, PHYME, POSE@_ RIBS,
SANE, SAY-SIXX, SEM, SERV SIAR, SMK, SONE SUDE, TROME, WISE,
X- TREME & ZIE.
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